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Field parties of the Academy of Sclences UBSR have left Moscow for the
Casptan plains. They are headed by V. N. Sukachev, member of the Academy of
Sciences USSR, who will direct the efforts of more than 300 scientists of
various institutes of the academy.(1) :

One of the largest expeditions of the Scientific Research Institute of
Geography of the Moscow State University investigated the patural phenomens
and soil structure in the region immediately to the north of the Caspian Sea.
Data were collected to facilitate the planning of irrigation systems in this
region. Another expedition was sent to eastern Siberia to study the natural
wealth of Irkutsk Oblast and the possibilities of its exploitation.

__The results of £ield work in the mountainous Pemir region vere discussed
at a meeting of the Moscow branch of the All-Unicn Geographic Society held on
5 March 1951. The members of the expeditior who worked there for 3 years uader
the guidance of I. S. Shchukin, Doctor of Geographic Sclences, participated in
the discussion., The members hed worked under difficult conditions, had walked
hundreds of kilometers along mountain psths, and had climbed the highest passes.
New areas suitable for sgriculture and mountain pastures were indicated in the
Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Oblast. The data on pesture racilities and vege-
tative cover have heen mede available to the Ministry of Agriculture Tadzhik
SSR and will be used in developing the use of land in this region.(2) .
-

The Academy of Sciences Kazakh SSR is making preparations to gsend scientific
expeditions into the steppes and monntainous regions of the Kazakh SSR. In 1951,
a large joint expedition will set out for the Qagpian lowlands and will study
the soil and climate of the West Kazakhstan steppe in connection with the pro-
Jected Main Stalingrud Canasl. More than 200 geographers, soil sclentists, bot-
anists, zoologista, climatologists, forestry specialists, and other scientific
workers will study soil, vegetution, and enimal life and will compile soil,
hvdrological, and geobotanical maps. Associates of the Desert Institute ere
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carrying out work connected with stabilizing sands, planting shelter belts, and
developing forest areas. During 1951, permanent scientific research bases and
jeboratories will be set up in various regions of western Kazakhstan.(3)

The second expedition of “pgrolesoproyekt” is leaving Moscov within a few
days for Zapadno-Kazakhstan and Gur'yev oblasts end will survey an ares of over
half a million hectares. The findings of this expediticn, which will consist
of forestry and soil speclalists, hydrotechnicians, geodesists, hydrogeologists,
geobotanists, and zoologists, will be in the £ield for 6 months.(h:)

The headquarters of the expedition formed by the Ali-Union Plant Protecting
Institute (VIZR), headed by I. Ya. Polyakov, Doctor of Agricultural Sciences,
has been-established in the village of Kyz-Ketken vwhich is situated on the right
bank of the Amu-Dar'ya River, opposite Takhia-Tash. The expedition arrived in
Kyz-Ketken after & trip of 2,200 kilometers from Tashkent, vie the barren steppe;
the Dzhizak, Kitab, and Mirzachul' fields; the Guzar and Karakul pasture lands;
the valley of Zeravshan and the Kara-Kum desert. The scientists are to find
the most effective methods for protecting plants against insects and rodents.
The plants will be grown on lands reclaimed by irrigation.(5)

The Academy of Sciences Uzbek SSR will send out 75 scientific expeditions
this year which include over 700 workers. A joint expedition will be sent to
the Amu-Dar'ya region to carry out soil, hydrological, and other investigations
connected with the planning and construction of the Main Turkmen Cansl. Workers
from the Soil Science, Geological, Agricultural, and Botanical institutes will !
take part in the expedition.

Rxpeditions will be sent out to deal with problems connected with the de-
velopment of the productive forces of Fergana Valley.

Six expeditions from the Agricultural Institute will concern themselves
with questions related to the increase in cotton yields and animal husbandry
productivity in the Uzbek SSR.(6)

An expedition of the Kirgiz Branch of the Academy of Sciences USSR, headed ‘
vy I. V. Vykhodtsev, Cendidate of Biological Sciences, left for the central
Tyan'-Shan' and the Chuyskiy zonal experimental station for f£ibrous plants, The
expedition will continue their work of introducing grass sowing in the kolkhozes
{n the Karekudzhur Valley of Tyan'-Shan' Oblast. - Another expedition headed by
A. G. Pospelov, Condidate of Biological Science, will investigate possibilities
#or increasing the yield of f£ibrous plants grown in the Chuyskiy Valley.

The Institute of Biology is sending more expeditions than any other organ-
ization as this institute is working closely with sovkhozes and kolkhozes. One
of their expeditions, headed by P. V. Grekenyuk, Candidate of Biological S8ciences
is at-present in Issyk-Kul' Oblast introducing new methods of increasing the
wool-bearing capacity of sheep.

The irrigation section of the institute is carrying out survey work in ;J
southern Kirglz SSR and in Frunze Oblast, preliminary to the reconstruction of i
the irrigetion system there. Soil speclalists are out to prepare mApS and to

develop meesures to pravent soil erosion. It is also planned to send an [
archeological expedition to the Chatkel'skays Valley.(7) i

On the occasion of opening the Academy of Scilences Turkmen SSR, S. Kalizhnyuk
chief of the Main Turkmen Canal conmstruction, mentioned in his newspaper article
that obviously a much greater amount of water than originally estimated would be
used £¥oM the Main Turkmen Canal, and not for irrigations purposes alone. So
far, thé natural resources of porthern Turkmen SSR and Kara-Kalpak SSR have been
surveyeéd very little, but the possibility 1s not exciuded (much material on hand
proves it) that many useful minerals will be found. The exploitation of these
minerals will require ap additional amount of electric power. This should be
taken into consideration vhen final decisions are made on the power output and
locstion of the plannsd bydroelectric pover plauts.(8)
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The West Siberian Branch of the Academy of Sclexnces USSR is sending 15 expedi-
tions of agricultural and forestation experts into western Siveria. One of the
expeditions will go to the vicinity of Ob' Bay and investigate & possivility of
opening up nev risheries in the northern part of the bay.(9)

An expedition consisting of & group of sclentists of the Boteny Department
of the University imeni A. A, Zhdanov, left Leningrad for Kara-Kur to decide oz
the type of trees which will be most suitable for forestation of the desert.
Another expedition headed by Professor E. F. Gur'yanova, is to leave soon for

- the Stalingrad-Astrakhan' regions to inves*;gate and give scientific recommen-
dat:;ous for maintenance and improvement of ’isheries in the Jover Volga regions.
(10

The expedition of the Institute of Gzology and Geography, Acedemy of Scilences
Lithuanian SSR, under the direction of Professor K. Belyukas, active member of
the Acedemy of Sciences, Lithuanian SSR, bas recently returned to vil'nyus. The
expedition surveyed 90 lakes in Trakayskiy, Varenskly, Shal'chinskiy, end Daugay-
skiy rayons. Members of the expedition are nov busy meking detailed maps of

the lakes.

Another expedition, consisting of students and teachers of this institute,
vill leave in June to survey lakes and peat deposits cf the republic.(11)

.t wr o On 29 Msy 1951, an archeological expedition left Leningrad for the regions

.- near Laké Baykal to study remnants of the ancient cultures found there end to
continue excavations of the stone age sites previously explored. The expedi-
rion will also visit Tunkinskiy Kray in Buryat Mongol ASSR to investigate graves
which presumably belong to the 12¢h, 13th, and 1lhth centuries. The expedition
is sponsors-. by the Leningrad Division, Institute of History of Materialistic
Culture, Acadenmy of Sciences USSR.

Other archeological expeditions will be working in the Tedzhik, Karelo-
Finnish, and Estonian SSR.(12) v

SOURCES

Kiev, Pravde Ukrainy, 27 Apr 51

Moscow, Vechernysya Moskva, 5 Mar 51
Moscov, Pravds, 6 Mar 51

Alma-Ats, Kazakhstanskaye Pravda, 21 Apr 51
Tashkent, Pravda Vostoke, 7 Jun 51
Moscow, Pravda, 6 Mar 51

. Frunze, Sovetskaya Kirgiziya, 13 May 51

. Ashkhabad, Turkmenskaya Iskra, 9 Jun 51

. Pravds, Izvestiya, 31 May 51

10, Tashkent, Pravda Vostoka, 29 Apr 51

11. Vil'nyus, Sovetskaya Litvae, 24 Apr 51

12. Kishinev, Sovetskaya Moldaviya, 30 May 51
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